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LOCATION

The Azores archipelago is divided into three groups: the Eastern Group (São Miguel and Santa
Maria), the Central Group (Faial, São Jorge, Terceira and Graciosa) and the Western Group (Flores
and Corvo).

Located in the central group of the Azores Archipelago, boasting an interesting elliptical shape,
with an area of about 402.2 square miles (29 km long and 18 km wide), the island of Terceira is the
third largest island and was also, according to historical data, the third to be officially discovered.

The highest point of Terceira Island is located in Santa Bárbara, about 1022 meters above sea
level, which allows a beautiful panorama of this island, surrounded by the deep Atlantic Ocean,
and the picturesque villages and natures that delight the beholder.

CLIMATE IN THE AZORES

The Azores have a maritime climate with mild temperatures ranging from 16°C (60°F) in Winter
to a comfortable 26°C (79°F) in Summer. The sea is warmed by the Gulf Stream and sea water
temperature varies from 14ºC to 22ºC.

On average there is about three to four hours of sunshine a day in Winter and seven to eight in
Summer. Rainfall is distributed around the year, but it is heavier and more frequent in Winter.
Characteristic for the Azores is the wide variety of weather conditions within a short period: a
single day can produce wind and calm, hot sun and showers in any combination! A typical and true
remark is that if you don’t like the weather, you just have to wait 10 minutes.

HISTORY OF THE AZORES

Motto: Antes morrer livres que em paz sujeitos. (Rather die free than in peace subjugated)

The exact date of discovery of the archipelago is unknown. In 1432
Gonçalo Velho Cabral discovered the island of Santa Maria, and by
the year 1457 all the islands had been visited by either Portuguese or
Flemish explorers. The colonization started in 1439 with people
mainly from the continental provinces of Algarve and Alentejo. In the
following centuries settlers from other European countries arrived,
mostly from Northern France and Flanders.
After Santa Maria, the next island discovered was São Miguel,
followed by Terceira (meaning “the third”). Then the central group of
islands was found: Graciosa, São Jorge, Pico, and Faial. And finally the western two islands of
Corvo and Flores were sighted in 1452. In 1439, the village “Praia dos Lobos” was settled. The first
capital of São Miguel was Vila Franca do Campo. Since a violent earthquake in 1522 buried the
town of Vila Franca, Ponta Delgada was designated capital of the island.
The third island to be discovered was initially called Island of Jesus Christ, later adopting the
name of Terceira. Although the exact date is not known it is widely believed that the island of
Graciosa was discovered around 1450 by sailors from the neighboring island of Terceira. Vasco Gil
Sodré, native to Continental Portugal, settled in the island of Graciosa soon after. The first
reference to the island of São Jorge was made in 1439 but the actual date of discovery is unknown.
In 1443 the island was already inhabited but active settlement only began with the arrival of the
noble Flemish Wilhelm Van der Haegen.
Faial, known as “Insule de Venture” in the old letters and sailing charts, is thought to have
been discovered during the first half of the 15th century. Settlement began before the year 1460
on Faials’ northern coast with settlers from the north of Portugal. The two islands that comprise
the eastern islands were the last to be discovered. Flores and Corvo were discovered close to the
year 1452 by Diogo de Teive and his son João de Teive. The island of Flores was initially called St.
Thomas and St. Iria but due to the abundance of yellow flowers (golden-rod) which covered the
island the name Flores was considered to be more appropriate. The Flemish nobleman Wilhelm
Van der Haegen, settled in Flores in 1470.

From 1580 to 1640 the Azores, like the rest of the Portuguese dominions, had to submit to the
rule of Spain. During that period the neighboring waters were the scene of many hard fights
between Spanish and English sea-rovers. The commercial prosperity of the islands declined after
the recovery of Portuguese independence and the accession of the House of Bragança in 1640.
Because of the Azores' strategic geographic position, the archipelago became the center of
navigation between Europe, Africa, the East and the Americas during the 16th and 17th centuries.
Material prosperity began to restore immediately after the period of the French invasion of the
Peninsula and the flight of João IV to Brazil (1807), when the former restrictions of commerce
were removed. The 1820 civil war, in Portugal, had strong repercussion in the Azores. In 1829, in
Vila da Praia, the liberals won over the absolutists. Terceira Island became the main headquarters
of the new Portuguese regime and the establishment of the Council of Regency (Concelho de
Regência) of Mary II of Portugal.
From 1836 to 1976, the archipelago was divided into three districts, quite equivalent (except in
area) to those in the Portuguese mainland. The division was arbitrary, and didn’t follow the
natural island groups, rather reflecting the location of each district capital on the three main cities
(neither of each on the western group). Angra consisted of Terceira, São Jorge, and Graciosa, with
the capital at Angra do Heroísmo on Terceira. Horta consisted of Pico, Faial, Flores, and Corvo,
with the capital at Horta on Faial. Ponta Delgada consisted of São Miguel and Santa Maria, with
the capital at Ponta Delgada on São Miguel.
In 1976 the Azores became the Autonomous Region of the Azores, one of the Autonomous
regions of Portugal, and the Azorean districts were suppressed.
Terceira’s colonization started around 1450, with the predominantly Flemish settlers
dedicating themselves to agriculture, the main crops being cereals and pastel at the time. In the
16th and 17th centuries, Terceira also played an important role as port of call for Spanish galleons
charged with the riches from the New World. With all the gold, diamonds, porcelain, spices and
silk being stocked in the port town of Angra, the island of Terceira had been a favourite target for
raids during centuries, with the corsairs coming predominantly from Spain’s enemies France,
Flanders and England. In 1597, even Sir Francis Drake, leading a fleet of about one hundred ships,
tried in vain to conquer the Spanish galleons anchoring in Angra’s port.

FAUNA

Some of the birds which appear in the Azores are the Milhafre Eagle,
the Crow, the Canary-Like Finch and the Cliff Pigeon.

Canary-Like Finch

The Ferret, the Wild Rabbit and the Hedgehog are all found in nature in
the Azores. The abundance of the Wild Rabbit makes it an important animal
in the sport of hunting.

Wild Rabbit

The review of fishes found in the rivers and streams of the Azores includes
Common Trout, Rainbow trout, Yellow Perch and Old World Pike. These and
other species of fish are important for food fish and sports fishing as well.
Common Trout

Another example of a species adapting well to the geography and isolation of
the Azores is the Cão de Fila. This is a recognized breed of watchdog developed
in the Azores. The dogs are extremely intelligent, loyal and hardworking animals
by nature. Their main purpose is the guarding of the semi-wild cattle found in
the Islands. They are a breed approved by the Portuguese Canine Club in 1984.
Cão de Fila

FLORA

More than 55 endemic vascular plants in the Azores: the Cedar of the Jungle, the Alpine
Heather, Azorean Billberry (Uva da Serra), Pau Branco, Wild Cherry Tree, Dogwood, Vinhático
(dark-colored wood of the Persea Indica) and Tamujo are some of the local species, to which have
been added the Japanese Cryptomeria and the Acacia like producers of wood, the Hydrangeas, the
Azaleas, the Camellias, the incense and other many ornamental plants.

Uva da Serra

Camellias

Vinhático

Laurus Azorica

Holly

Portugal Laurel

Wild Cherry Tree

Cedar

Picconia Azorica

MAIN MOMUMENTS IN ANGRA DO HEROÍSMO
Alto da Memória

It is an obelisk that marks the presence of King Pedro IV in the city
of Angra, raised on the site of the first castle of the city (XV-XVI
century).

São Francisco Convent

Convent of S. Francisco is an old convent of Baroque style. It
presently lodges the Angra Museum.

São João Batista Castle
The São Sebastião Castle is a construction of Italian design
built during the XVI century on the east side of Angra’s port.
The São João Baptista of Monte Brasil Castle is a large,
fortified wall 4 km long. It was built during the Spanish era and
named São Filipe (after the current King of Spain, Philip).
Continuously modified up until the period of World War II, it
gained fame as the place where famous figures such as “Gungunhana” and “Dom Afonso VI” were
imprisoned.

Misericórdia Church

“Misericórdia” Church is an interesting structure from the XVII
century.

Capitães Generais Palace

Capităes Generais Palace was a former Jesuits College, after
that a residence, and finally the seat of a government
department. It keeps inside valuable pieces of art. The church
annex to the palace, dating from the XVII century, detains the
biggest collection of Dutch tiles from the XVII century.

São Sebastião Church

São Sebastião Church was built by the first settlers
between the XV and XVI centuries. It is of gothic inspiration,
outstanding its portal, the arches and vaults of its chapel.

Angra do Heroísmo Cathedral

It is a Cathedral of great architectonic interest, which keeps images,
paintings and priestly garments from the XVII century, jacaranda
furniture, oil-paint portraits of diocesan prelates are included in its rich
treasure.

Paços do Concelho

“Paços do Concelho” (City Hall) is a majestic construction of the XIX
century.

Nossa Senhora da Conceição Church

It was built in the XVI century in Baroque style.

São Gonçalo’s Church

It was built in the XVII century, and from that time it keeps valuable
images, golden carvings and paintings.

Bettencourt Palace (Public Library)

Angra has one of the best Public Libraries and Archives in the
country. It also retains some important private art collections. Especially
worthy of mention are the “Francisco Ernesto de Oliveira Martins”
religious sculptures in wood and ivory.

MAIN MOMUMENTS IN PRAIA DA VITÓRIA

Matriz Church

The Mother Church was built in the XV century ordered by
Jácome de Bruges, the first Capităo Donatário. It presents a gothic
doorway and a Manuelino Portico, inside, it keeps valuable pieces
of art sacra, glazed earthenware and porcelains.

Church of Senhor Santo Cristo

“Senhor Santo Cristo” Church is a construction which dates to the XVI
century.

Casa das Tias (Vitorino Nemésio’s aunt’s house)

Vitorino Nemésio´s aunt´s house is an historical building located in
front of the Senhor Santo Cristo Church. This was the place where the
famous writer grew and lived.

Vitorino Nemésio’s Birthplace

It is a historical building of the XVII century, located in São Paulo
Street, where Vitorino Nemésio Mendes was born on 19 December
1901. During the 19th century it was subject to various works of
maintenance and restoration, which changed the appearance.

Santa Catarina Fortress

The Fortress of Santa Catarina is located in the parish of Cabo
da Praia in the municipality of Praia da Vitória. It rises in the
Western tip of the Bay of Praia da Vitória.

Praia da Vitória

OTHER PLACES TO VISIT ALONG THE ISLAND
Monte Brasil
Monte Brasil is a peninsula located on the South coast of the
island Terceira, in whose isthmus and the adjacent coast lies the
city of Angra do Heroísmo. The peninsula is an ancient extinct
volcano, with origin at sea, composed of a boiler surrounded by
four peaks: the Pico das Cruzinhas, Pico do Facho, Pico da Vigia
and the peak of Zimbreiro. It maintains remnants of the original
vegetal cover and is classified as a Recreational Forest Reserve.

Algar do Carvão

Algar do Carvão is located in Caldeira of Guilherme Moniz,
within the limits of the parish of Porto Judeu in the Centre of the
island. It integrates a sleeping volcano about 100 meters deep,
where an underground lagoon with crystal-clear waters is located.
It has stalactites, unique in the world by their characteristics of
silicates. It is classified as a Natural and Regional Monument.

Furnas do Enxofre

Furnas do Enxofre is an area of volcanic activity (fumaroles),
transformed into a Park. They are classified as Regional and
Natural Monument.

Serra do Cume
It has a peak with 545 metres of altitude, offering a panoramic
view over Praia da Vitória City, the plateaux of Lajes and over the
interior of the island with its fields bordered by stone walls and
hydrangeas.

Ginjal and Negro Lagoon

The Ginjal and Negro’s Lagoons ranges
also deserve special mention and a trip to
experience their many wonders.

Facho Belvedere

Facho Belvedere is located in the Serra do Facho (extension of the
Serra de Santiago), in the city of Praia da Vitória. From here you can
have an excellent view over the city and its bay.

Mata da Serreta
Mata da Serreta is located in the parish of Serreta in the
municipality of Angra do Heroísmo, West of the island. It is classified
as a Recreational Forest Reserve, and is one of the six existing on the
island. It is a large forest, characterised by its large size (15 hectares)
and by the diversity of plant species which it houses. It is distributed to an altitude of
approximately 200 meters above sea level.

Caldeira Guilherme Moniz

Caldeira Guilherme Moniz is a volcanic crater, located in the interior of
Terceira Island.

Lagoa das Patas

Lagoa das Patas is a small pond situated in the middle of
the island, beside a stream of water from the Serra de Santa
Bárbara, which feeds it. It shelters many birds, especially wild
duck, goose, passer, lambandeira, glossy and plenty, the
seagull and dozens of other migratory birds that go through
the lagoon on the way to their destination.

Jardim Duque da Terceira (Public Garden)

Jardim Duque da Terceira is located in the historical centre of the
city of the municipality of Angra do Heroísmo. Considered one of the
most beautiful gardens of the archipelago, the Public Garden is
embellished by several plant species, carefully treated. Almost a true
botanical garden, it stands by the variety of its flora, which comprises
a collection of exotic plants gathered since the days of the
discoveries, combining tropical and subtropical specimens with other
temperate regions. Among them are:
Araucaria
Eucalyptus
Metrosíderos
Liriodendrons
Magnolias
Camellias
Hibiscos
Medronheiros
Foetuses arboreal African
Zamias
Poinsettias
Plumeria

TRADITIONAL FESTIVITIES/ ETHNOGRAPHY

The Feasts of the “Divino Espírito Santo” (Divine Holy Spirit), which
take place all over the Archipelago starting with Pentecostal Sunday and
many Sundays following it, differ in characteristics from island to island
and from town to town. The religious spirit of the people is felt from the
Pentecost to the end of the Summer on every Sunday in each town in
“Terceira”. The festivities culminate with the giving of the “Bodo” to the
needy with the distribution of the famous “Sopas do Espirito Santo” (Divine Holy Spirit Soup) and
the “Alcatra” (Roast Beef), in the clay pot, which in turn is made up of beef offered to the Holy
Spirit. All is accompanied with bread, water bread, “Massa Sovada” (Sweetloaf), and the aromatic
“Vinho de Cheiro”.

The festivals come to a close especially in the towns and villages with the exciting “Touradas à
Corda” (street bullfights). The bull is usually tied to a rope and managed by the crowd through the
streets at the risk of those who choose to participate. The Sanjoaninas Festival, in Angra do
Heroísmo, which takes place between the 23rd and 29th of June honouring St. Anthony, St Peter
and St. John, is a large celebration which manifests all traditional folklore on the island of Terceira.
The Festivities in Praia da Vitória, during the first week of August, are also an important mark in
Summer. The traditional bullfights in the plaza occur continuously and the bullfights in the streets,
peculiar to this island, are worth seeing. The only bullfighting arena in the region is found in
Terceira, where the world renowned Festival or Taurine Fair takes place during the festival week.

CRAFTS AND FOLKLORE

"The hands have learned over time to build the rare beauty of our
great little things."

Folk art can be seen in quilts, weaving, wool colour tinted and
geometric motifs, the embroidered handmade white linen raw and red of
excellent quality which has been granted the title of Origin of Product
Quality Certified; in delicate lace, ornaments in the horn of cattle and the
sculptures in tooth and bone whale.
There are also products of pottery, wickerwork and articles of native
cedar.
Scrimshaw

The folklore of Terceira is very rich, with melancholy dances and songs as the S. Macaio, Tirana
or Sapateia, in which the dancers repeat, with agility and dexterity, traditional Azorean figures.
Another way of expressing the joy of the people of this island lies in the challenge songs where the
singers improvise critical lyrics.

Folkloric Group

Folkloric Clothing

SEASHORE RESORTS

Terceira Island knows well how to take advantage of its seashore resorts. Several bathing zones
as Silveira, Negrito, Biscoitos, Quatro Ribeiras, Salgueiros, Porto Martins and the beach of Praia da
Vitória City are much pleasant areas for a sea bath in clear tepid waters.

Silveira

Negrito

Quatro Ribeiras*

Porto Martins*

Praia da Vitória Bay

* Natural Pools

Biscoitos*

Salgueiros

ACTIVE TOURISM
Golf

Surrounded by nature, a golf course of 18 holes offers the necessary
facilities to practice this sport.

Whale and dolphin watching
There are regular tours done by local companies. If you are interested
in this kind of adventure, you may contact the Tourism Post Office where
they have specific information for it.

Sport Fishing
Terceira Island provides excellent conditions for
sports fishing. In the seas of the Azores several world
records have been defeated. The sea species caught
more often are tuna, shark species such as marracho,
shark and cornuda, as well as other species such as fish
needle, bonito and sierra. Along the coast of the island, there are good fishing grounds, where
species like seabream, grouper, wrasser, axillary seabream, bluefish, barracuda or mackerel can be
captured. On boat, captures of bigger specimens like swordfish and tuna are possible due to their
abundance. Several extraordinary spots invite for underwater fishing, and the capture of species
like swordfish, anchovy, long beaked fish, saw fish, sargus and grouper, among others.

Diving
The fauna and flora of Terceira Island coast are very rich. Wonderful
diving spots are waiting for divers. Specialized companies give all the
needed support to practice diving.

Hunting
Rabbits brought by populations reproduced in quantity. Hunting is free
throughout the year, on the islands of Flores, Pico, São Jorge and Terceira.
Pigeons, narcejas, galinholas and quails can also be hunt through license.

Sailing and Windsurfing

Two naval clubs exist in Terceira, providing information and
assistance for sailing and windsurfing.

Hiking
There are several walking trails available marked with
symbols which guide the hiker: Lagoinha, Mistérios Negros,
Baías da Agualva, Monte Brasil and Relheiras de São Brás.

GASTRONOMY

The popular “Sopas do Espírito Santo” (Holy Spirit Soups)

Massa Sovada (SweetLoaf)

The famous “Alcatra” (a meat dish cooked in a clay pot in a wood stove)

“Morcela” (blood sausage)

“Polvo” (Octopus)

“Coelho com molho Vilão”
(Rabbit with onion, garlic, parsley and olive oil sauce)

“Lapas” (limpets) can be eaten fresh or grilled.

“Cracas” (Barnacles)

“Donas Amélias”

Sweet Rice

“Alfenim”

“ Chico Maria” Wine

”Vaquinha” Cheese

RESTAURANTS
Name

Address

ZIP CODE

Adega Lusitânia

S. Pedro Street
N. 63/65

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

Adega de São Mateus

Padre Manuel Maria Costa Square
- São Mateus

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

Rua Direita
N. 80

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

Aquaemotion Restaurant

Angra do Heroísmo Marine

9760
Angra
Heroísmo

do

O Barrigada

Terreiro da Légua Feteira

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

Beira Mar Hotel

Miguel Corte Real Square

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

Beira Mar São Mateus

São Mateus Port

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

O Cachalote

Canada da Ribeirinha, 71 São
Bento

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

Caneta

As Presas, 13-15 Altares

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

Castelinho Street

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

Cozinha do Caracol – Hotel do
Caracol

Silveira N. 1

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

A Ilha Restaurant

Rua da Igreja N. 47 São Sebastião

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

Marcelino’s Steak House

São João Street N. 47/49

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

Os moinhos

Arrebalde, Vila de São Sebastião

9700
Angra
Heroísmo

do

Quebra Mar

Arrife Street N.2 São Mateus

9700
doHeroísmo

Buzios

Porto Martins Swimming pool

9760 Praia da Vitoria

O Pescador

Constantino José Cardoso Street N.
11

9760 Praia da Vitoria

Sabores do Chefe

25 de Abril Road 31A

9760 Praia da Vitoria

Tropical Point

Álvaro Martins Homem Avenue

9760 Praia da Vitoria

Ambientes
Restaurant

Castelinho
Sebastião

com

Pousada

Sabores

de

São

Angra

TRADITIONAL SHOPS
In Terceira Island you can find three Traditional Shops, where you can find all the traditional
things from the island.

“Sapateia” in Rua Direita, Angra do Heroísmo;

“Casa Astória” in Rua de Jesus, Praia da Vitória;

“Marina Souvenirs” in Rua da Alfândega.

Casa Astória

Marina Souvenirs

Made of Maize Leaves

NIGHTLIFE IN TERCEIRA ISLAND
Bars at Praia da Vitória

All located in Rua da Alfândega


Mexicano



Up and Down



Blues



Mar à Mesa



Zodíaco



Tropical Point



Clube Naval

Located in Marginal


Jiggy Beach



“Copos e Companhia”

Disco Jiggy Club at Zona Industrial (Via Rápida)

Bars at Angra do Heroísmo:

Gaspar Corte Real Street


Farol

Infante Dom Henrique Avenue – (Porto das Pipas)


Havana



Splash



Festiva



Eclipse



Petiska

Twins Pub Disco Club at Silveira.

BUS SCHEDULE
ANGRA-PRAIA
Departures
FROM MONDAY TO FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Angra

Praia

Angra

Praia

6:15

06:00 b)

6:15

06:00 b)

7:00

7:00

7:00

07:00 c)

8:00

8:00

8:00

08:00 c)

9:00 a)

9:00

9:00 c)

9:00 c)

10:00

10:00

10:00

10:00

11:00

11:00

11:00

11:00

12:00

12:00

12:00 c) 12:00 c)

13:00 c)

13:00

13:00

14:00

14:00 c)

15:00 a)

15:00

16:00

16:00 a)

17:00

17:00

18:00

18:00

19:00

19:00

13:00

SUNDAY
Angra

08:00 d)
9:00 c)
10:00 c)
11:00 d)
12:00 d)
13:00 c)

14:00
15:00

Praia

14:00 c)
15:00 d)

16:00
17:00

16:00 d)
17:00 c)

18:00
19:00 c)

18:00 c)
19:00

Notes: a) Goes by Álamos Bravos
b) Goes to Porto Judeu and passes by L.Grande
c) Goes to Porto Judeu de Baixo
d) Goes to Porto Martins

PRAIA- PORTO MARTINS – PRAIA

Departures
FROM MONDAY TO
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
Rib.
Pra
Rib.
Praia
Seca
ia
Seca
6:5
6:50
7:15
0
7:15
07:50
07:
8:35
a)
08:35 b) 50 a)
b)
10:
11:3
10:50
11:30
50
0
14:
15:3
14:50
15:30
50
0
16:
17:3
16:50
17:30
50
0
18:20

18:50

Notes: a) Ends in Fonte do Bastardo
b) Starts in Fonte do Bastardo

